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2.7  Preliminary Alternatives Dismissed from Figure 2.6-1

Further Study

Although it would have been possible to compare potential alignments for the entire length of
the project (from PIA to the Greensburg/Hempfield Township area), only alignments within each sec-
tion were compared to one another because all three study sections exhibited different characteristics.
Section A (PIA to Downtown Pittsburgh) is suburban in nature to the McKees Rocks area, where the
corridor transitions to urban neighborhoods. Fast developing commercial hubs, new employment
activity centers, and clustered residential neighborhoods are all found within Section A. Section B
(Downtown Pittsburgh to the Monroeville/Penn Hills area), on the other hand, is almost completely
urban in character (and mostly built-out), with dense residential neighborhoods, the region’s foremost
commercial and employment centers, and unique recreational activity areas and tourist attractions of
regional importance. Section C (the Monroeville/Penn Hills area to the project’s terminus in
Westmoreland County) is both suburban and rural in nature, and includes parts of Westmoreland
County’s two fastest growing residential communities (Murrysville and Penn Township), as well as
some active farmland.
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