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The Eastern Corridor Transit Study (ECTS), which began in February 2002, is examining methods to enhance mobility to
determine what types of public transit improvements could efficiently and effectively serve the transportation needs and

development within eastern Allegheny County and the western portion of Westmoreland County.

Port Authority of Allegheny County, Westmoreland County Transit Authority and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission

PROJECT OVERVIEW

dations for public transit improvements in the study area, as well as financial and implementation plans for the proposed

are leading this year-long $1 million undertaking

that will conclude in Spring 2003 with recommen-

improvements. These recommendations will then be considered for further study phases and for inclusion on the region’s

Long-Range Transportation Plan.

The ECTS is being closely coordinated with several other regional planning initiatives underway, such as the 20/20 Vision

(Strategic Regional Transit Visioning Study), Airport Multimodal Corridor Study and the Pennsylvania High-Speed Maglev Project.
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EASTERN COTRRRAII\IIDS?R DY

Information gathered through an extensive public outreach effort in the corridor east of downtown Pittsburgh in
Allegheny County and west of the City of Greensburg in Westmoreland County has resulted in a comprehensive list of
public transit alternatives and improvements that are now under further evaluation as part of
the Eastern Corridor Transit Study (ECTS).

This initiative being advanced by the Port Authority of Allegheny County, Westmoreland
County Transit Authority (WCTA) and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) is
identifying and evaluating a set of public transportation proposals that would expand the
existing transportation infrastructure, offer additional transit services and further generate economic development.

The importance of this study has been reiterated through public comments gathered and feedback obtained through other public
outreach efforts. The study needs were developed as a result of these comments. Those public-based ideas and suggestions guided
the Project Team in creating the evaluation criteria that measured the feasibility of each alternative to determine if it warranted further

TRANSIT ALTERNATIVES
IDENTIFIED FOR EASTERN
CORRIDOR

select the public transportation facilities and services that will best serve and meet the needs of the eastern corridor communities,”

evaluation. This newsletter includes a
chart that identifies the proposed
alternatives and map of the proposed
public transit corridors.

“We are still early in the process to

said Henry Nutbrown, Port Authority’s Assistant General Manager of Engineering and Construction. "Although there are still additional
factors to be evaluated, such as cost and engineering feasibility, we want to provide the public the opportunity to examine the
preliminary alignments and offer feedback.”

In addition, several low cost transportation enhancements with
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relatively short construction periods are under analysis and will be
available for public review and input. These enhancements consist AN
of projects such as pedestrian access improvements, introduction
of new transit vehicle and information technologies, new park and

ride facilities and improvements to the existing bus services.

The ECTS is scheduled to conclude in Spring 2003 with a
public transportation improvement strategy for the eastern corridor.
The next step would be to advance the alternatives into detailed

planning and environmental studies.




Corridor

Allegheny Valley

Allegheny Valley

Martin Luther King, Jr.
East Busway

Martin Luther King, Jr.
East Busway

Martin Luther King, Jr.
East Busway (Parkway East)

Martin Luther King, Jr.
East Busway (Parkway East)

Spine Line

Spine Line

Mon Valley

Norfolk Southern/Route 30

Mode

Commuter Rail

Light Rail

Light Rail

Busway

Light Rail

Busway

Light Rail

Light Rail

Light Rail

Commuter Rall

Alignment

Begins in downtown Pittsburgh (Downtown) near the Convention
Center, travels to 21st Street, and connects the Allegheny Valley
Railroad right-of-way to Lower Burrell.

Begins in Downtown near the Convention Center, travels to 21st
Street and connects the Allegheny Valley Railroad right-of-way to
Lower Burrell.

Converts the entire East Busway to light rail transit, including the
connection to Oakland via the Neville Ramp. The alignment would
continue from Swissvale along the Norfolk Southern and Union
Railroad rights-of-way to Monroeville and Plum.

Extends the existing East Busway, which has a connection to
Oakland via the Neville Ramp, from Swissvale along the Norfolk
Southern Railroad and Union Railroad rights-of-way to
Monroeville and Plum.

Converts the East Busway to light rail with an extension to
Murrysville along I-376 and Business Route 22.

Extends the East Busway to Murrysville along 1-376 and
Business Route 22.

Begins in Downtown near the Steel Plaza Subway Station and
travels along Centre Avenue through the Hill District. Via 5th
Avenue or Forbes Avenue, the alignment would travel to Oakland
and Squirrel Hill and to Wilkinsburg via Forbes Avenue.

Begins in Downtown near the Steel Plaza Subway Station and
travels along Centre Avenue to the CSX Railroad right-of-way
near Neville Street then south on the CSX Railroad right-of-way
through Oakland and Hazelwood to Homestead.

Begins near the Convention Center and travels to the 33rd Street
Railroad Bridge where it crosses the Allegheny River and travels
along the CSX right-of-way to Etna. Also at the 33rd Street Railroad
Bridge, a southern spur would travel along the CSX right-of-way
to Oakland via the Schenley Tunnel and Panther Hollow to
Hazelwood and Rankin.

Begins in Downtown and travels along the Norfolk Southern
Railroad right-of-way parallel to the East Busway. The alignment
then turns south near Bloomfield on the Norfolk Southern right-
of-way traveling through Wilkinsburg, Braddock, North
Huntington, Irwin and Jeannette to Greensburg.
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Advantages

= Good potential to attract ridership
= Considerable public interest
= Available right-of-way

= Good potential for increased transit ridership
Good potential for reducing congestion in Downtown
= Available right-of-way

= (Good access to key activity centers
= Good potential to attract ridership
= Supports Transit Oriented Development

= (Good access to key activity centers
Good potential to attract ridership
= Supports Transit Oriented Development

Good potential to attract ridership
Good access to key activity centers
Supports Transit Oriented Development
Utilizes existing right-of-way

Good potential to attract ridership
Good access to key activity centers
Supports Transit Oriented Development
Utilizes existing right-of-way

Significantly improves access to key activity centers

Strong potential to attract ridership

= Provides a direct rapid transit connection between
Downtown and Central Oakland

= High potential to improve transit travel time

= Good potential for reducing congestion in Downtown

= Significantly improves access to key activity centers

= Provides a rapid transit connection between Downtown
and Central Oakland

= Strong potential to attract ridership

= Good potential for reducing congestion in Downtown

Good access to key activity centers

Provides a north to south connection

Good potential to attract ridership

Good ability to reduce congestion in Downtown

= Provides an option for rapid transit
Connects activity centers
= Utilizes existing right-of-way

NG = | JOIN IN AND BE HEARD

VANDERGRIFT j Public comments obtained are vital to the study’s success and essential in identifying the

public transit improvements for the entire corridor. Based on comments obtained from public

|
- ‘«,T}é.n? G \ outreach efforts underway, the Project Team developed the study’s needs which were used to

) l3s0] : T the study area.

A | . . .. .
{ B¢y 181 El'," "\UL__,) evaluate the ideas and suggestions for transit improvements and development needs in

= ' 4 __\,-._ii Vsl Corridor Working Groups, made up of business leaders, municipal officials and representa-

3 - tives from the various community organizations, are reviewing the study’s progress and
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offering input to the Project Team regarding community and transit needs.

Information exchanges with elected officials and environmental resource agencies have
also been an active and ongoing component of the public outreach effort. Public meetings,

/ ey
, ENPORT | 1::; community meetings and the project web site offer venues for the public to obtain informa-

| tion, ask questions and offer comments to the Project Team.

. h N Project Team representatives are available to speak to community organizations about
| B b T the project. A presentation can last from 10 minutes to one hour, depending upon the time
poY allocated by the organization, and Project Team members come equipped with display boards
2 and informational handouts. For more information about ECTS or to request a presentation,

Y, TN * M please call 412-244-3445 or link directly to project information from the home pages

@ - 30} ’_u;‘:';’j-.“—.-f:;;._ ._;_'-'r_f..-"_.'.;ﬁﬁg..;wm of the following web sites: www.ridegold.com, www.spcregion.org, or from
' ' www.westmorelandtransit.com.



